
Beat: Business

MIT ENTERPRISE FORUM PAN ARAB Announces 10 WINNING TEAMS From 7
ARAB COUNTRIES
11th Edition of ARAB STARTUP COMPETITION

PARIS - MUSCAT, 27.04.2018, 12:40 Time

USPA NEWS - The MIT Enterprise Forum (MITEF) of the Pan Arab Region announced the Winners of the 11th edition of the Arab
Startup Competition, an Annual Competition designed to Support and Celebrate Innovation in the Arab world by Awarding
Entrepreneurs and Providing them with an Avenue to Exhibit and Apply their Ideas.

The MIT Enterprise Forum (MITEF) of the Pan Arab Region announced the Winners of the 11th edition of the Arab Startup
Competition, an Annual Competition designed to Support and Celebrate Innovation in the Arab world by Awarding Entrepreneurs and
Providing them with an Avenue to Exhibit and Apply their Ideas.

The Final Award Ceremony, in Partnership with Community Jameel, and in Collaboration with this Year's Strategic Partners Riyada,
Omantel, and Zain Group as a Digital Partner, was held in Oman on April 19, announcing Nine Winning Teams. Community Jameel, a
Social Enterprise Organization that operates a Wide Range of Initiatives to Promote a Positive Society and Economic Sustainability,
has been a Founding Partner for 12 Consecutive Years.

The Winning Teams were announced at the Oman Convention and Exhibition Centre, Hall 2, Muscat, Sultanate of Oman during a
Ceremony that attracted more than 400 Investors, Business Entrepreneurs, Media Representatives and Renowned Public Figures,
such as Ahmad Al Alfi of Sawari Ventures, David Fernandez of Startup Chile, Said Al Shanfari of Omantel, Abdel Aziz Alloughani of
Faith Capital Holding, and Abeer Abdullah of Riyada.

- Ideas Track :

* Winner : Quirpod, Egypt, an Online Platform that develops Students' 21st Century Skills through Expert-Developed Content and an
Engaging UX.

* 1st Runner up : Spike, Lebanon, helps make Diabetes Management Less Diabetic Via Software and Hardware Innovations.

* 2nd Runner up : Smart Data Logger, Jordan, uses IoT and Roaming Cellular Connection to allow Real-Time Monitoring of the
Temperature of a Shipment.

- Social Entrepreneurship Track :

* Winner : Al Khudairi for Biogas Technology, Egypt, Converts the Waste and Soil-Damaging Chemical Fertilizers into Energy. The
Solution also Allows the Production of Biomethane Gas, an Alternative to Fill Gas Cylinders.

* 1st Runner up : Fabric Aid, Lebanon, Implements a Successful European Model that Gives Incentives to NGOs to Collect more
Clothing without Worrying about Expenses and Distribution.

* 2nd Runner up : Sunbox, Palestine, Introduces an Affordable Off-Grid, Self-Installable Small Solar Kit for Families who Suffer from
Electricity Shortage.

- Startups Track :

* Winner : ProvenMed International, Tunisia, Introduces a Solution with Options for Restoring Normal Social Life for Patients Suffering
from Urine Incontinence.

* 1st Runner up : WideBot, Egypt, Offer their Platform to Businesses to Build their Chatbots.



* 1st Runner up : Plotos, UAE, Connect Users to Handpicked Healthy yet Trendy Food from Favorite Restaurants through an
Innovative User-Friendly Platform created and endorsed by Nutrition Experts.

* 1st Runner up : Solar Foods, Sudan, a Pioneer Eco-Friendly Company in the Field of Food Processing.

During the Ceremony, Hala Fadel, Chair of the Board of MITEF Pan Arab said: "We are so Proud that this Year's Biggest Arab Startup
Event is being held in Oman. This Event is not only a Competition, but an Opportunity for Top Tier Arab Entrepreneurs to present and
share their Experiences in the Area of Innovation and the Creation and Nurturing of an Ecosystem for Innovation within Oman.
Investing in Arab Entrepreneurship will, in turn, contribute to the Revitalization of the Economy, and lead to the Creation of New
Partnerships that can Eventually Transform Into Large Institutions."

Fady Mohammed Jameel, President of Community Jameel International, commented saying: "At Community Jameel, we are
Honoured to serve Entrepreneurs Across the Region and have been Delighted that our Efforts have been so well received. The Major
Success of the MITEF Pan Arab Competition has been our Record of Translating Ideas into Successful Businesses, and Innovative
Concepts into Stories of Success. Since launching in 2006, we have provided Financial Support totalling almost $970,000 to over 430
Technology and Knowledge-Based Start-Ups. More than 2,300 Young and Ambitious Entrepreneurs have received High-Level
Training by Regional and World Experts creating at least 2,600 New Job Opportunities."

The Final Event Ceremony included a Panel Discussion entitled "Building Emerging Ecosystems" led by Hala Fadel, Founding
Member and Chair of MIT Enterprise Forum Pan Arab, with David Fernanédz, Business intelligence at Startup Chile and Ahmed Al
Alfi, Founder and Chairman at Sawari Ventures, as speakers. Another Panel Discussion, themed "What Silicon Valley Investors want
to see in MENA," was moderated by Sharifa AlBarami, Managing Director at Oman Technology Fund, with Sharif El-Badawi, Partner
at 500 Startups and Tarek Fahim, Managing Partner at Endure Capital, as Speakers.

Prior to the Final Award Ceremony, the 80 Semi-Finalists Underwent a Round of Training Sessions and presented their Work to a Jury
that brought together a Number of Key Investors and Business People.
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